
Led by a friend, the ceremony coincided 
with what Monica describes as “the most 
magical sunset of the whole week.” During 
the sumptuous dinner, guests ordered 
from Florblanca’s Nectar restaurant menu 
(“They rely heavily on local and seasonal 
produce and organically raised meats,” and 
naturally, “there’s so much fresh seafood,” 
Andrew says) and lingered at the candle-
lit communal table, followed by a beach 
bonfire and homemade s’mores.

While the couple didn’t officially plan 
a post-wedding getaway, the wedding’s 
idyllic location proved to have another 
major advantage: “We extended our stay, 
and parlayed it into a honeymoon,” Andrew 
says. florblanca.com. • JESSICA RITZ

Love at First Sight
AN UNSPOILED BEACH DESTINATION
ENCHANTS FROM PROPOSAL TO HONEYMOON

When Monica Yoder and Andrew 
Kirschner got engaged at the top of a 
waterfall while staying at Florblanca 
resort in the rustic Costa Rican surf town 
of Playa Santa Teresa last summer, they 
agreed on returning to the intimate, boho-
chic property for the wedding itself. 

From that point until the big day in spring, 
“everything happened so easily,” Monica 
says. “We wanted the wedding essentially 
to be a dinner party.” Given that Andrew is a 
celebrated chef and a passionate surfer, they 
couldn’t have chosen a better destination for 
their close gathering of 26 family and friends.

“We’re both laid-back people and 
intentionally didn’t want to spend too much 
energy on the small details,” says Andrew, 
who is the chef and owner of Tar & Roses 
in Santa Monica, where their romance first 
bloomed (and where Monica now works 
alongside him on the operations side).  They 
met in 2014; Monica had moved across the 
street from the acclaimed eatery and went 
in one night for a glass of wine. The next 
day, Andrew asked her on a date. “We’ve 
been together every day since,” she says. 

Clockwise from top left: 
MONICA YODER and 
ANDREW KIRSCHNER. 
The beach, reception 
table, driftwood mobile 
and surf shack at 
FLORBLANCA resort. 
Instead of a guest 
book, friends and family 
signed the couple’s 
ALBUM surfboard.
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